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Research guestions

e How are goals and effects of the Socratic
dialogues described in literature? How are
Socratic seminars described as a method in
literature?

* How do the seminars differ from other types of
classroom dialogues? How are the effects of
Socratic dialogues achieved? What critical events
and actions threaten the seminar? How do
participants develop and:protect the seminar
culture?



Socratic.seminars

Antique tradition: Socrates, Plato,
Aristotle
1899- 1930:

— Swedish Poplar Education,
Folkbildning: Hans Larsson, Oscar
Olsson, Ellen Key

— Das Sokratische Gesprach:
Leonard Nelson

Contemporary methods:

— The Paideia Seminar: Mortimer J
Adler

— Great Books’ Shared Inquiry:
Robert M Hutchins

— Sokratiska samtal: Lars
Lindstrom, Ann Pihlgren




Major Goals of the Seminars

Enhance society by '

preparing all citizens to
participate in open,
negotiating dialogues and
assuming the
responsibilities as citizens

Personal education (making
life worthwhile)

Education and deeper
understanding in subject
matters

Participation in “the Great
Conversation” of mankind



"Relatives”

o PAC(Matthew,Lipman)

¢ - Philosophy with
children (Gareth B
Mathews)

e Deliberative dialogue

e John Dewey's
“recitation”




Mortimer J. Adler’s cognitive columns
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http://www.paideia.org/
http://www.greatbooks.org/

Learning to think in seminars

e Learningis interactive and
contextual:

— Habits of mind becomes
intellectual/dialogical virtues
and later intellectual and
moral character/practical
wisdom

— Interpersonal learning
becomes intrapersonal
e [ntellectual virtues: critical
inquiry and refutation

e Dialogical virtues:
cooperating to do this




Suggested Seminar Plan

Reading/interpretation

Pre-seminar: personal
and group goals set

Seminar:
— Opening question,
—  “Textual” analysis

— Questions of
evaluation

Post seminar: personal
and group goals
evaluated







Diabolo baby by Mariana Gartner




1. Individual reading/interpreting
Be aware of and distancing Self

2. Goals set 4. Goals
F.oriuzson dialogical 3 a. Opening question i(\;iliaéid
virtu L u
A gnﬁc thm!qr;lg pauste 3 b. Text analysis 3 c. Relating ideas to Self dialogical
el pre-judgmen Distance to Self virtues

3. Socratic seminar

Practices established over time




Positive Effects on:

e Critical thinking skills
e - [anguage skills

e Self-esteem and higher
awareness of self
(character)

e Social climate
e ,Abilityto solve conflicts
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Procedures

Body language, direction of glances, and verbal
group interaction were analyzed closely

A phenomenological approach

The analysis focused on how the seminar culture
was taught and understood;and if the intended
methodology was important.

Closely reported extracts of the:seminar actions
after a new idea was presented, or after someone
had broken the seminar rules, were made.

Analyzed by “educational connoisseurship” and
“educational criticism”.
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Advanced intellectual precess

A
Refutation/ >, Ideft Cc
acceptance A\
Adjusting idea 4[ Consensus
Idea 1 Refutation/
a acceptance
Idea 2
Idea 3
Idea n
'% Idea not picked up 1
% Idea not picked up 2

/2

Original idea
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The unexamined
life is not worth
living for man.



